
 

 

 

Alexander Stanier 
Born 1899. Decorated officer in two world wars.  

Available online at www.livesretold.co.uk 
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Chapters 1 to 14 of this life story were archived in 2021, with acknowledgement and 

thanks, from 'Sammy's Wars', edited by his son Sir Beville Stanier and privately 

printed in 1998. 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Peplow Hall, the home of the Stanier family since 1877, when it was bought by 

Francis Stanier, a wealthy industrialist, coal owner and ironmaster. It was the 

childhood home of Alexander Stanier. 

 

 

The Citadel, Hawkstone, to which Alexander Stanier's parents moved when his first 

cousin Tim inherited Peplow Hall in 1920.  

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

Alexander Stanier's younger brother Edward was tragically killed in a road accident 

at the age of 21 in 1926. He is shown above in his prized HE sports car made by 

Herbert Engineering of Reading. Although he had been through pilot training in the 

RAF, he had changed direction and for some months had been articled as a pupil to 

Messrs. Balfour and Cooke estate agents in Shrewsbury. 

On the day of the crash Edward left the office at 5pm to watch the Shrewsbury School 

bumping races on the River Severn and then had dinner in Shrewsbury, and was 

driving home. A motorcyclist following behind him told the inquest - held at the Red 

Lion Inn, Battlefield - that near the turn to Battlefield Church he saw the car swerve 

and then roll over, coming to rest upside down. Eddie, pinned underneath, died of a 

broken neck. 

The coroner, Colonel E. Cureton, remarked that "driving at a fast pace is a highly 

dangerous proceeding."  

(Archived in 2021 from the website of the Shropshire Star at 

www.shropshirestar.com.) 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

Alexander Stanier's good friend and fellow officer Percy Battye (above) with whom 

Stanier undertaook a remarkable trip around Europe in the 1920s. Battye was a 

personal friend of the Greek royal family, through whom they mingled with other 

European royalty. It was through Battye that Stanier met his future wife Dorothy 

Miller.  

Stanier describes Battye thus:  

'Percy was very tall, remarkably good looking, lived life to the full and, not 

surprisingly, women found him very attractive. His mother was Greek and Percy had 

innumerable friends, both Greek and English, including the Greek Royal Family.'  

Stanier explains that 'Sadly, in the following year, Percy's private life had incurred 

too much comment in certain quarters and he left both regiment and country for West 

Africa for a time'.  

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

  



 

 

 

 

The SS Biarritz, on which Stanier and his battalion left Dover for Boulogne.  



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

During the D-Day Normandy landings, HMS Nith (above) acted as the 231st Infantry 

Brigade HQ, delivering Brigadier Stanier to Gold Beach. 

HMS Nith was then detailed with the task of coordinating landing ships going ashore 

off Courseulles, and as a result of craft not being able to identify her, the Nith had 

her bridge painted orange. On being stationed offshore, a crewman from the Nith 

recollects seeing a German mini-sub moored to a British minesweeper aft of HMS 

Nith. The mini-sub still contained the dead pilot in its cockpit, with a shell hole 

through the mini-sub canopy clearly visible. Subsequent efforts to trace the history of 

this mini-sub have proved fruitless. 

On the night of 23 / 24 June 1944, HMS Nith was attacked by a Mistel, a German 

prototype drone aircraft packed with explosives, remotely controlled by a mother 

aircraft that released the drone after being previously attached to it. Nine crew were 

instantly killed and were buried at sea, with a tenth succumbing to his wounds shortly 

after. An American hospital ship took off the twenty six wounded and the Nith was 

then towed back to Whites shipyard at Cowes on the Isle of Wight for repairs. HMS 

Nith was then sent to the Far East theatre, where on occasion she transported 

Japanese PoW's.  

In 1948, she was transferred to the Egyptian Navy and given the name Domiat. As 

part of the Suez Crisis, on the night of 31 October 1956 in the northern Red Sea, the 

British light cruiser HMS Newfoundland challenged and engaged the Egyptian 

frigate Domiat, reducing it to a burning hulk in a brief gun battle. The Egyptian 

warship was then sunk by escorting destroyer HMS Diana, with 69 surviving 

Egyptian sailors rescued. 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

15. Addendum: Arromanches 
This chapter, which describes the important part Sir Alexander Stanier played in the 

1944 D Day landings, was archived in 2021 with acknowledgement and thanks from 

Wikipedia.  

On 23 February 1944 Stanier took command of the 231st Infantry Brigade. The 

brigade was composed of three Regular Army battalions from Southern England that 

had formed part of the garrison of Malta all through the siege of 1940–42. They had 

then become an independent brigade group for the amphibious operation against 

Sicily (Operation Husky). Now they were to use that experience to spearhead the 

assault landings on D-Day. 

The 231st Brigade was one of three (the others being the 69th and 151st) which 

formed part of the 50th (Northumbrian) Infantry Division, another TA formation, 

then commanded by Major General Douglas Graham, who had recently taken 

command. Stanier's 231st Brigade were tasked with capturing 'Jig' Beach, the 

westernmost section of Gold Beach. The coast here is low-lying and sandy, but with 

soft patches of clay on the foreshore, and soggy grassland inland, both of which 

would cause heavy vehicles to become bogged down. The beach was defended with 

beach obstacles and covered by fire from the German strongpoints at Asnelles sur 

Mer and le Hamel. Once ashore, the brigade was to push westwards along the coast to 

capture Arromanches-les-Bains, the planned site of the artificial Mulberry harbour 

that was crucial to the invasion plan. 

The plan began to break down from the beginning. Bad weather and enemy fire 

delayed the amphibious DD tanks and Royal Marines Armoured Support Group 

tanks, so the first wave of infantry landed at 07.25 without any support. Two control 

vessels were hit during the run-in, which meant that the planned artillery shoot on le 

Hamel did not happen, and an attack by Royal Air Force (RAF) Typhoons had failed 

to suppress its garrison. The leading companies of the 1st Battalion, Hampshire 

Regiment lost their senior officers, wireless sets and artillery observers, and were 

unable to call down supporting fire, but when the rest of the battalion arrived 20 

minutes later they organised an infantry attack on the le Hamel position. On their left 

the 1st Battalion, Dorset Regiment had better luck, and with the help of flail tanks of 

the Westminster Dragoons began to clear beach exits and move inland. 

At about 08.15, the brigade's reserve battalion, the 2nd Devonshire Regiment, began 

landing, closely followed by No. 47 (Royal Marine) Commando and then Stanier's 

HQ. The Commandos lost a number of men and vital equipment during the landing, 

but with a wireless set borrowed from brigade HQ, they set off westwards to make 

contact with the US troops at Omaha Beach, while Stanier organised an attack against 

le Hamel, supported by 147th Field Regiment, Royal Artillery. By nightfall, both le 

Hamel and Arromanches were in British hands: the 231st Brigade had taken the 

Arromanches radar station and the German artillery battery was abandoned without 



 

firing a shot after being shelled by the cruiser HMS Emerald (D66). Stanier had also 

been able to send the Dorsets to help 8th Armoured Brigade take Loucelles from the 

12th SS Panzer Division Hitlerjugend. 

After the war, Stanier was treated as a hero by the liberated people of Asnelles and 

Arromanches, who named a town square after him. He attended the 40th and 50th D-

Day anniversary celebrations, and was a leading instigator of the Arromanches 

museum. In 1988, he was awarded the Legion of Honour for his outstanding services 

to Anglo-French relations. 

After D-Day, Stanier led his brigade in all of the 50th Division's operations for the 

rest of 1944. On 14 June, the brigade captured la Senaudière during Operation Perch, 

and after weeks of fighting in the bocage it headed the division's attack on Caumont 

on 30 July during the break-out from the Normandy beachhead. By late August the 

50th Division was supporting the British armoured divisions in their thrust across the 

River Seine towards the River Somme and the Belgian frontier. On 3 September the 

231st Brigade, under the command of the Guards Armoured Division, helped to 

liberate Brussels. 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 


