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Introduction 
The following paragraphs were archived in 2021, with acknowledgement and thanks, 

from the Wikipedia website at www.wikipedia.org.  

Major-General Russell Mortimer Luckock CB CMG DSO (27 November 1877 – 

1950) was a British Army officer who served as colonel of the King's Own Royal 

Regiment (Lancaster). 

Mortimer Luckock, the son of Rt. Rev. Herbert Mortimer Luckock, was 

commissioned as a second lieutenant in the King's Own Royal Regiment (Lancaster) 

on 17 February 1900, and shortly thereafter left for South Africa to serve in the 

Second Boer War. He took part in operations in the Orange Free State from April to 

June 1900, then in the Transvaal, including the defence of Vryheid in December 

1900. Promotion to lieutenant came while he served in South Africa, on 21 July 1900, 

and he received the Queen's South Africa Medal with three clasps. After the war had 

ended in June 1902, he returned home with the SS Kinfauns Castle, leaving Cape 

Town in early August 1902. 

He later served in the First World War and went on to become Commandant of the 

Small Arms School in India in February 1922, Commander of 163rd Brigade in June 

1926 and Brigadier on the General Staff at Southern Command in October 1928. 

After that he became General Officer Commander 54th (East Anglian) Infantry 

Division in September 1934. He also served as colonel of the King's Own Royal 

Regiment (Lancaster) (1945–47). 

 

Life Story 
Source: The following account of his life by Russell Luckock is an extract archived 

from the book A Short History of the Descendants of Thomas Luckock of 

Coalbrookdale. The book was written by Arthur Luckock’s brother Edward, and was 

privately published in 1949. 
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Whittington Old Hall,  home of Mabel Beckham who was to become Russell Luckock's wife. They 

met playing the newly popular game of croquet there.  

 

 

HM Troopship Assaye, on which Russell Luckock sailed to the Boer War in 1900.  
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Russell Luckock's first car was a fast Clement-Talbot. 
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Camberley Staff College in 1906.  

 

 

 

The Battle of Neuve Chapelle, 1915, for his role in which Russell Luckock was awarded a DSO.  
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Groote Schuur was the home of Cecil Rhodes. Russell Luckock had visited it in 1902, when Miss 

Rhodes was still in residence.  

 

 

East Boldre, where the Russells bought their house in 1921, had played an important part in the 

First World War. It was the site of an airfield at which early military aircraft operated. Accidents 

were frequent; the picture above is of a military aircraft which suffered engine failure and crashed 

onto the roof of the East Boldre post office.  
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The Tidworth Tattoo in the 1930s.  
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The 1928 Tourist Trophy Race, held near Belfast. 
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