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Edward Luckock 
Born 1871. Land agent.  
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2. Early Years 
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Newnham House, the birthplace of Edward Luckock. It is now part of Corpus Christi College.  

 

 

All Saints Church, Cambridge, where Edward Luckock was baptised.  
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Hasty Pudding.  
 

 

Interior view of the transept lantern at Ely Cathedral.  
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3. Eagle House 

 

Eagle House School, Wimbledon.  

 

Dr Henry Montagu Butler, transformative headmaster of  Harrow School, and Master of Trinity 

College Cambridge.  
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The Crystal Palace was dismantled after the 1851 Great Exhibition in Hyde Park, and was re-built 

at Sydenham (above) in 1854. It stood there until it was destroyed by fire in 1936.  

 

 

Blondin, the famous French tightrope walker, wheels his wife in a barrow along a tightrope 

suspended over the Niagara Falls. Edward remembers that his mother sent him a newspaper 

account of this adventure. He was in the sick bay recovering from chicken pox at the time.  
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4. Eton College 

 

The Eton Wall Game. 

 

 

 

Eton boys in their top hats, as ironed by Mr. Solomon.  
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Lord Pethick Lawrence (left) with Mahatma Ghandi.  

 

 

The son of Bishop Richard Durnford, Walter Durnford was educated at Eton College. He entered 

King's College, Cambridge in 1865, graduating B.A in 1869. He was appointed a Fellow of Kings 

in 1869. He was on the staff of Eton from 1870 to 1899. He was Mayor of Cambridge in 1905; and 

Provost of King's College, Cambridge from 1918 until his death. While a master at Eton he 

supervised Edward Luckock's swimming test.  
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A chimney fire is the combustion  of residue deposits of soot or creosote, on the inner surfaces of 

the chimney.  

 

 

 

Maesllwch Castle, Radnorshire, the estate of Major de Winton. Edward Luckock acted for many 

years as agent for the estate.  
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Masters and students from Eton College awaiting Queen Victoria's carriage, Eton, 23 June 1897.  

 

 

The London celebrations of Queen Victoria's 1897 Jubilee included this substantial balloon.  
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Victoria, Princess Royal (Victoria Adelaide Mary Louisa; 21 November 1840 – 5 August 1901) was 

German Empress and Queen of Prussia as the wife of German Emperor Frederick III. She was the 

eldest child of Queen Victoria of the United Kingdom and Albert, Prince Consort, and was created 

Princess Royal in 1841. She was the mother of Wilhelm II, German Emperor. 

Educated by her father in a politically liberal environment, Victoria was married at age 17 to 

Prince Frederick of Prussia, with whom she had eight children. Victoria shared with Frederick her 

liberal views and hopes that Prussia and the later German Empire should become a constitutional 

monarchy, based on the British model. Criticised for this attitude and for her English origins, 

Victoria suffered ostracism by the Hohenzollerns and the Berlin court. This isolation increased 

after the rise to power of Otto von Bismarck (one of her most staunch political opponents) in 1862. 

Victoria was empress for only a few months, during which she had opportunity to influence the 

policy of the German Empire. Frederick III died in 1888 – 99 days after his accession – from 

laryngeal cancer and was succeeded by their son William II, who had much more conservative 

views than his parents. After her husband's death, she became widely known as Empress Frederick. 

Edward Luckock and his fellow Eton schoolboy Eddie Lygon had a congenial conversation with her 

while promenading on the terrace at Windsor Castle.  
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Edmond Warre CB CVO (12 February 1837 – 22 January 1920) was an English rower and Head 

Master of Eton College from 1884 to 1905. 
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5. Trinity College Cambridge 
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The Pitt Club, Jesus Lane, Cambridge, now a restaurant.  

 

 

The Trinity Foot Beagles. Hunting hares without horses.  
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Drenagh is a 19th-century house and gardens near Limavady, County Londonderry, Northern 

Ireland. Drenagh has been the home of the McCausland family since 1729, and the present house 

was built in 1835. It was the first major work by Charles Lanyon, known for his work in Belfast. 

Edward Luckock was a friend of Maurice McCausland, and stayed with him at Drenagh on several 

occasions.  

 

 

Great Court at Trinity College Cambridge. Edward Luckock and his friends would attempt to run 

around it in the time it took the clock to strike midnight.  
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Golf in Biarritz during the 1890s.  

 

 

Colonel H. H. Shri Sir Ranjitsinhji Vibhaji II, Jam Saheb of Nawanagar, GCSI GBE (10 September 

1872 – 2 April 1933), often known as Ranji or K. S. Ranjitsinhji, was the ruler of the Indian 

princely state of Nawanagar from 1907 to 1933, as Maharaja Jam Saheb] and a noted Test 

cricketer who played for the English cricket team.  He also played first-class cricket for Cambridge 

University, and county cricket for Sussex. Ranji has widely been regarded as one of the greatest 

batsmen of all time. 

Ranji was in the opposing team when Edward Luckock was fielding as a member of the Ely cricket 

team. Ranji scored a century.  
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6. Clandon Park 
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HMS Victoria was the lead ship in her class of two battleships of the Royal Navy. On 22 June 1893, 

she collided with HMS Camperdown near Tripoli, Lebanon, during manoeuvres and quickly sank, 

killing 358 crew members, including the commander of the British Mediterranean Fleet, Vice-

Admiral Sir George Tryon. This calamity, on June 22nd 1893, coincided with Edward Luckock's 

arrival at Clandon.  

 

 

Clandon Park before the devastating fire that ripped through it in 2015.  

Clandon Park House is an early 18th-century grade I listed Palladian mansion in West Clandon, 

near Guildford in Surrey. It stands in the south east corner of Clandon Park, a 220-hectare (540-

acre) agricultural parkland estate which has been the seat of the Earls of Onslow for over two 

centuries. The house and gardens were given to the National Trust in 1956, but the park remains in 

private ownership. Construction of the house, designed by Italian architect Giacomo Leoni, began 

about 1730, and the interiors were finished by continental sculptors and plasterers in the 1740s. 

The park was landscaped by Lancelot 'Capability' Brown in 1781, and there are two formal 

gardens on either side of the house. underwent restoration before it was opened to the public, and 

later became a wedding venue and filming location for period dramas. 
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A Māori meeting house or wharenui named Hinemihi stands in the gardens of Clandon Park. It was 

originally situated near Lake Tarawera in New Zealand and provided shelter to the people of Te 

Wairoa village during the eruption of Mount Tarawera in 1886. It remained half buried until 1892 

when William Onslow, 4th Earl of Onslow, then Governor General of New Zealand, bought it and 

had it fully restored and shipped to England. 

 

 

Mr Bidder QC, who came to Clandon Park to investigate a purported ghost, was the son of the 'boy 

calculator' George Parker Bidder (above). George Bidder was able to achieve extraordinary feats 

of mental arithmetic from the age of six. He demonstated this ability in performances at country 

fairs. 
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7. The Eaton Estate 

 

Eaton Hall in the late 19th century. It had been remodelled by the architect Alfred Waterhouse. 

 



41 
 

 



42 
 

 



43 
 

 

The Manchester Ship Canal under construction.  

 

 

The Royal Agricultural Society Show in the late 19th century.  
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James Tomkinson, landowner and Liberal MP, was a neighbour of Edward Luckock when he was 

working at Eaton Hall. Tomkinson was a keen sportsman. He died at the age of 70 from injuries 

received in a fall he suffered while competing in the House of Commons steeplechase.  

 

 

Adlington Hall. Adlington village made the news in January 2008, when a delivery vehicle shed 18 

tonnes of mango chutney onto the road through the village. A spokesman for F Swain and Sons, the 

company which owns the lorry, said: "It was just one of those things." 
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8.Adlington Hall 
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An 1899 Benz motor car, as owned by Edward Luckock's friend George Dawson.  

 

 

George Dawson, a mechanical engineer, was Managing Director of Beyer Peacock & Co, a 

leading manufacturer of railway engines during the late 19th century. The engine above was 

supplied to the Argentine railways. The engine below, built in 1873, was supplied to Australia.  
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9. Travelling the World 
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Colombo in 1901. 

 

Kandy in 1901.  
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Gold mining in Kalgoorlie, Western Australia, in the 1890s. 

 

 

 

The S.S.Hymalaya in stormy weather. 
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Port Augusta Ostrich Farm in 1901, the year of Edward Luckock's visit. 

 

 

Sir Charles Todd is seated second left at an astronomical conference in 1905. Todd was 

Astronomer to South Australia and Postmaster General of the Federated States and had been 

responsible for laying the telegraph across Australia. He entertained Edward Luckock during his 

visit to Adelaide, allowing him to 'see something of the stars through the big telescope'.  
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The Melbourne Club.  

 

 

Rupertswood. The palatial Melbourne home of Janet Lady Clarke. Her husband William inherited 

fromg his father one of the largest land holdings in Australia. As a widower her married Janet (nee 

Snodgrass) who was governess to his four children. She bore him eight additional children.  
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A camel team at Coolgardie gold diggings, 1900. 

 

A big tree of Australia, as described by Edward Luckock.  
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A late 19th century kangaroo hunt in Austraia. Painting by Edward Roper.  

 

 

 

Sir Hector MacDonald. Edward Luckock met him while dining with Sir Frederick Darley, the 

Lieutenant Governor. Luckock explains that MacDonald had commanded the 'Gippy' Brigade at the 

Battle of Omdurman against the Mahdi's hordes. He describes MacDonald as 'not at all an 

attractive man'. One of the few derogatory remarks in his life story.  
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Whaimangu Geyser in the late 19th century.  

 

 

The terraces at Lake Rotomahana. They were covered with 50 feet of volcanic mud in 1886. 
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10. The Maesllwch Estate 
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Maesllwch Castle, Radnorshire. 

 

 

 

Glanhenwye, the agent's house at Maesllwch, in which Edward Luckock lived. It had seven 

bedrooms, and the previous agent had brought up a family of 13 in it. Luckock described it as 'quite 

adequate for a bachelor'.  
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Charles Lethbridge of Sandhills Park (above) rented the shooting and fishing rights at Maesllwch.  

 

 

An Alldays and Onions motor car of 1905. Edward Luckock bought one as his first car. Alldays & 

Onions was an English engineering business and an early automobile manufacturer based at Great 

Western Works and Matchless Works, Small Heath, Birmingham. It manufactured cars from 1898 

to 1918. The cars were sold under the Alldays & Onions name. 
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Llangoed Hall, the family home of Muriel Christy, who became Edward Luckock's wife.  

 

 

Widworthy Court, near Honiton, East Devon, to which Edward Luckock moved with his young 

family in 1907. He had given up work as an agent andk described himself while at Widworthy as an 

'idle man'.  
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Hotel Beau Site, Cannes, where the Luckock family stayed in 1911. The Riviera Tennis Tournament 

was held on the courts of the hotel.  

 

 

Brynderwen, at Llangorse, near Abergavenny, which was bought by the Luckocks in 1912. They 

overhauled the drains and put in electric light.  
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The Buckland Estate, near Bwlch. One year Edward Luckock shared a shoot on the estate. He 

described coot shoots, in boats going up and down Llangorse Lake, during which considerable 

number of coots were killed.  

 

 

Bettws Newydd Church, where the Luckock's daughter Joan was baptised in 1913.  
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11. First World War 
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The Church of Soumont-Saint-Quentin, Ussy.  

 

 

Saxmundham, Suffolk, in the early 20th century. Edward Luckock, promoted Captain, served at 

Saxmundham as the Brigade Coast Defence Officer.  
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The Lewis family had a lucky escape during the Billericay Zeppelin crash. The L.33 was damaged 

by anti-aircraft fire and was forced to land at New Hall Farm, Little Wigborough, only twenty 

yards from a nearby house. The occupants of the house, the Lewis family, ran for their lives as the 

airship hit the ground. The crew ran from the craft and shortly after it exploded. Special Constable 

Edgar Nicholas, who lived nearby, made his way to the scene and came across the crew walking 

along a road. They identified themselves as the Zeppelin crew and he arrested them. Other officers 

later joined them and the local constable, Pc 354 Charles Smith, arranged for the prisoners to be 

handed over to the military to be taken off to a prisoner-of-war camp. 
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12. After the War 
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The Chedington Estate of Sir Henry Peto.  

 

 

Puddletown, Dorset, in the early 19th century.  
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13. Retirement 
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Edward Luckock was a Governor of the Taunton and Somerset Hospital. He oversaw the 

construction of substantial new buildings. These were opened in 1938 by Princess Alice and her 

husband the Earl of Athlone (above in a ceremonial portrait).  
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Ballimore House, Loch Fyne. Edward Luckock rented the nearby Wood Cottage for a shooting 

holiday with his young sons. The owner of Ballimore House, Col. Macrae Gilstrap, was very 

hospitable, giving them  the run of the garden and tennis courts.  

 

After taking his MA degree, Luckock took dinner in the great hall of Trinity College (above).  
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Hotel L'Univers, Tours, where the Luckocks took their daughter Joan for a holiday in 1935.  

 

 

 

Aix en Provence. The Luckocks visited in the autumn of 1938 as Edward's doctor advised his 

rheumatism could benefit from the waters there. The treatment was successful.  
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HMS Illustrious, on which John Metcalfe (husband of Edward Luckock's daughter Joan) served in 

1940.  

HMS Illustrious was the lead ship of her class of aircraft carriers built for the Royal Navy before 

World War II. Her first assignment after completion and working up was with the Mediterranean 

Fleet, in which her aircraft's most notable achievement was sinking one Italian battleship and badly 

damaging two others during the Battle of Taranto in late 1940. Two months later the carrier was 

crippled by German dive bombers and was repaired in the United States.  

After sustaining damage on the voyage home in late 1941 by a collision with her sister ship 

Formidable, Illustrious was sent to the Indian Ocean in early 1942 to support the invasion of Vichy 

French Madagascar (Operation Ironclad). After returning home in early 1943, the ship was given a 

lengthy refit and briefly assigned to the Home Fleet. She was transferred to Force H for the Battle 

of Salerno in mid-1943 and then rejoined the Eastern Fleet in the Indian Ocean at the beginning of 

1944. Her aircraft attacked several targets in the Japanese-occupied Dutch East Indies over the 

following year before Illustrious was transferred to the newly formed British Pacific Fleet (BPF). 

The carrier participated in the early stages of the Battle of Okinawa until mechanical defects 

arising from accumulated battle damage became so severe she was ordered home early for repairs 

in May 1945. 

  



100 
 

14. Postscript 
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